
  

 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 2025 
 
 
1. Personal details  
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura Marjatta, 1964, Finnish 
 
 
2. Education and degrees completed 
2007  LL.D., University of Helsinki, Faculty of law, Finland 
2000  Licenciate in laws, University of Helsinki, Faculty of law, Finland 
1990 LL.M., Master of laws, University of Helsinki, Faculty of law, Finland 
 
 
3. Current position 
1.10.2019- professor, social welfare law, Tampere University. 
 
 
4. Previous work experience 
1.2.2020-31.12.2024 Head of unit, Welfare Sciences, Tampere University 
1.8.2015- 30.9.2019, Assistant professor in Social Welfare Law, Tampere University  
1.1.2015-30.6.2015, Deputy head of department, Kela Research (The Social Insurance Institution 
Research Department)  
1.1.2008-31.12.2014 Chief of research administration, Senior researcher, Kela Research 
1.4.2004-31.12.2007 Researcher, Kela Research 
1.8.1989–30.3.2004 Researcher-positions as well administrative tasks at both the Institute of 
International Economic Law (KATTI) and Department of Private Law, University of Helsinki 
 
 
5. Career breaks 
1992  (16 months), 1995 (18 months) 
 
 
6. Recent research funding and grants 
I have been recently preparing the following funded research application for research groups: 
EU Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme: Improving Decisions through Empowerment 
and Advocacy: Building Children's Rights Capacity in Child Protection Systems  (IDEA) 2017-
2019 (PI Laura Kalliomaa-Puha); Korjaavat liikkeet-hanke [Administrative Court Appeals as a 
means for error correction in Finnish child protection], Alli Paasikivi Foundation (PI Tarja Pösö) 
2017-2019, Sanasta kuvaksi – sosiaalihuollon asiakirjat sarjakuvina [From words to pictures – 
social welfare documents as comics] Kone foundation 2020-2023 (PI Laura Kalliomaa-Puha), 
Graphic justice 2020-2024 (Suomen Akatemia, PI Eliisa Pitkäsalo), Sosiaaliset perus- ja 
ihmisoikeudet sosiaaliturvauudistuksessa [Social basic and humanrights in the social security 
reform] SOPU 2021-2023, (VnTeas,PI Toomas Kotkas), Korona yhteiskunnan marginaaleissa 
2021-2023 [Covid19 at the margins of society] (ESF, PI Laura Kalliomaa-Puha), WELGO 2021-
2024 (SA STN, consortium PI), Sovittua hoivaa 2024-2025 [Informal care contracts] (Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Health, PI Kirsi Günther), ProLingJust  2025-2026(SA, PI Eliisa Pitkäsalo). 
 
 
7. Leadership and supervision experience 
 Head of Unit of Welfare Sciences 2020-2024 (80 people), Head of research in Kela 

Research (70 people) 1.11.2010-30.4.2012 and 1.1.2015-30.6.2015 and as a team leader for 
a research group as well as research assistants all together 30 people for 7 years. Coaching 
the researchers, making decisions and choosing research projects, hiring researchers, taking 



  

 
 

care of budget as well as other administrative tasks needed in leading research activities. PI 
in projects (see above). 

 Courses in management 2008-2012 at Kela, Specialist Qualification in Management 2013, 
Helsinki Business College. 

 Supervising 8 doctoral researchers as first and secondary supervisor 
 

8. Teaching experience 
 In charge of the social welfare law –courses of the Degree Programme of Social Work of the 

Faculty of Social Sciences of Tampere University from 1.9.2015-  
 Visiting lecturer at e.g. universities of Helsinki, Vaasa, Jyväskylä and Lapland. 
 Teaching outside the university commissioned for example by Carers Finland, Ministry of 

Social Affairs and Health, University Hospitals. 
 Courses in university pedagogics 2002- 2019. 

 
 
9. Patents, inventions, awards and honours 
Best teacher of the year, Students of Social work, University of Tampere, 2016, 2017, 2020. 
Nominee for the best teacher of the University of Tampere 2017. SOC prize for societal impact 
2018 (IDEA project), best article of the year Defensor Legis 2020. 
 
 
10. Other key scientific or academic merits 
 Member of the Human Rights Delegation 2020- 
 Nominated as evaluator by the Ministry of Social and Health to report 16.1.2019 on 

combining informal care and gainful employment.  
 Sosnet (university network for social work), president of the committee for evaluating 

degrees on social work done abroad 2018-. 
 Member of board, Kela Research 2008-2015. 
 Member of the Ethical Committee, Kela Research, 2013-2015. 
 Appealing Committee, Vicepresident, Tampere University, 2016-2018. 
 Choosing the best dissertation of the quinquennium, the Finnish Society of Social Work 

Research, 2016. 
 The Centre of Excellence on Social Welfare in the regions of Kanta-Häme, Pirkanmaa and 

Satakunta Pikassos, member of the board (university’s representative) 2016-2021. 
 Member of the European Social Policy Network 2014-  (Network of experts providing EU 

independent analysis on social policies including social and health care of the older people)  
 Member of the Free movement of workers and social security coordination network 

(FreSsco) 2015-2018 (Network of experts providing EU independent analysis of free 
movement and coordination) 

 European Partnership for the Wellbeing and Dignity of Older people, Member of the national 
network run by the National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), 2011-2012.  

 Steering committees: The Alzheimer Society of Finland, Ajoissa apua avohuollosta Research 
project (open welfare and alzheimers) 2007-2009; Arcada University of Applied Sciences, 

 Sufacare: Supporting family caregivers in Estonia and Finland 2009-2011; University of 
Helsinki, COMI-institute, Petitions for appeal in social insurance 2013-2016. 

 Referee in Journals: Gerontologia, Oikeus, Nordic Social Work, Janus, Journal of Social 
Security Law, Nordiskt Administrativt Tidskrift. 
 

 
12. Memberships and positions of trust in scientific societies 
 Scientific council of the Foundation of Municipal Development 2015-2024. 
 Association for Social Welfare Law, member of the executive committee, 2010-2017. 
 Finnish Association for Legal and Social Sciences, member of the executive committee, 

2001-2003. 
 Association for Child Law, member. 
 The Finnish Association for Medical Law and Ethics, member. 



  

 
 

 The Finnish Society of Social Work Research, member. 
 The Finnish Society for Growth and Ageing Research, member. 
 Vaasi, network of researchers interested in elderly law, 2019-, member. 

 
 
13. Selection of relevant publications 
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura: Ennakoiva ajattelu vanhustenhuollossa. Yksilöllinen omaishoitosopimus 
ennakoinnin välineenä. [Proactive legal thinking in older people’s care. Individual informal care 
agreement as a means to preventive justice] In Pohjonen S, toim. Ex ante – ennakoiva oikeus, 
Talentum 2005, 168–195. 
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura: Vanhoille ja sairaille sopivaa? Omaishoitosopimukset oikeudellisena 
instrumenttina. [Suitable for the old and sick? Informal care agreements as an instrument for 
organizing care] Kelan Tutkimus 2007. 
 
Tillman, Päivi – Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura – Mikkola, Hennamari (eds.): Rakas, mutta raskas työ. 
Kelan omaishoitohankkeen ensimmäisiä tuloksia. [First results of the Kela’s informal care 
project] Kelan tutkimusosasto, työpapereita 69/2014. 
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura & Tillman, Päivi (2016): Äiti on aina äiti. Lasten omaishoitajien arjen 
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Saarikallio-Torp & Maria Valaste (eds.): Laulu 573 566 perheestä. Lapsiperheet ja 
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as intersemiotic translation. Translation Matters 2 (2019). 
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura (2019): Omaishoidon ja ansiotyön yhteensovittaminen. [Combining 
informal care and gainful employment] Selvityshenkilön raportti. Valtionneuvosto 2019.  
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura & Kangas, Olli (2018): ESPN Thematic Report on challenges on long-
term-care [Finland], European Social Policy Network, Brussels: European Commission 2018.  
 
Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura (2017): Vanhuksen oikeus hoivaan ja omaisolettama. [Presumption of 
family and access to care for older people] Gerontologia 31(3), 2017, 227-242. 

 
Ylinen, Tyyne, Ylinen, Vera, Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura & Ylinen, Satu (2022) Ethical challenges in 
gerontological social work in Finland during the Covid-19 pandemic. Journal of Comparative 
Social Work 2022/1, 94-122. 

Kalliomaa-Puha, Laura, Ketola, Anne & Pitkäsalo, Eliisa (2023) Sarjakuva, sosiaalihuolto ja 
saavutettavuus. [Comics, social welfare and accessibility] In Jenny Paananen, Meri Lindeman, 
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kielellistä osallisuutta. Gaudeamus, 226-244. 
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toiminnan välineenä. [Social welfare comics as translatorial action] Mikael, Vol 18, Nro 1, 2025, 
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